148                 A quotation from Virgil.           [A.D. 1770.
lost in point of time, than compensated for by any possible advantages1. Even ill assorted marriages were preferable to cheerless celibacy.
' Of old Sheridan he remarked, that he neither wanted parts nor literature; but that his vanity and Quixotism obscured his merits.
' He said, foppery was never cured; it was the bad stamina of the mind, which, like those of the body, were never rectified : once a coxcomb, and always a coxcomb.
' Being told that Gilbert Cowper called him the Caliban of literature ; "Well, (said he,) I nrust dub him the Punchinello3."
'Speaking of the old Earl of Corke and Orrery, he said, "that man spent his life in catching at an object, [literary eminence,] which he had not power to grasp3."
' To find a substitution for violated morality, he said, was the leading feature in all perversions of religion.
' He often used to quote, with great pathos, those fine lines of Virgil:
" Optima quceque dies miser is mortalibus csvi Prima fugit*; subeunt morbi, tristisque senectus, £f labor, et durce rapit indementia mortis*"
! ' It is dangerous for a man and woman to suspend their fate upon each other at a time when opinions are fixed, and habits are established ; when friendships have been contracted on both sides; when life has been planned into method, and the mind has long enjoyed the contemplation of its own prospects.' Rasselas, ch. xxix.
2 Malone records that' Cooper ivas round and fat. Dr. Warton, one day, when dining with Johnson, urged in his favour that he was, at least, very well informed, and a good scholar. " Yes," said Johnson, " it cannot be denied that he has good materials for playing the fool, and he makes abundant use of them." ' Prior's Malone, p. 428. See post, Sept. 15,1777, note.
8 Ste post, Sept. 21,1777, and Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 22,1773.
4  But see ante, i. 346, where Johnson owned that his happier days had come last.
5                ' In youth alone unhappy mortals live,
But ah! the mighty bliss is fugitive; Discolour'd sickness, anxious labours come, And age, and death's inexorable doom.'
DRYDEN. Virgil, Georgics, iii. 66. In the first edition Dr. Maxwell's Collectanea ended here. What follows was given in the second edition in Additions received after the second edition was printed, i. v.
' Speakinghe knows, and I never got any further than the first page."' In Zenobia two of the characters are Teribazus and Tigranes.
